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THE following discourse was delivered before the 
students of the Theological Seminary, and other teachers 
and friends of the Sunday-School of Gettysburg, as well as 
delegates from the different schools in the neighbouring 
country ^ who attended for the purpose of forming a County 
Union, auxiliary to the American Sunday-School Union. 
Soon after its delivery , a committee of teachers waited on 
the author, requesting the manuscript for publication. As 
two thirds of the sermon had been delivered extemporaneous- 
ly, and the author had np desire to appear before the public, 
he declined acceding to the request. Several weeks after- 
wards, the same committee repeated their application, stat- 
ing that a desire to see the sermon printed, and a belief that 
it would be useful, extensively prevailed. Under these 
circumstances, the author felt it his duty to write out his 
recollections of what he delivered, and commit them to the 
disposal of those, at whose request he, on this occasion, un- 
dertook to advocate the noble cause of sabbath-schools. 



IPILlSii 



FOR THE 



SABBATB-SCBOOL SYSTBBI. 



Pbov. xit, 34. *^ Righteousness exalteth a nation.*' 

WHEN we cast our eyes over the history of the church, 
and contemplate her rise, progress and yai*ious fluctuations, 
we find, that, though there never was a time, in which 
the gates of hell prevailed against her» yet had she her sea- 
sons of adfersity as well as of prosperity. At one time, we 
see the sword of persecution suspended over her by the 
hand of Pagan emperors, and the sacraments host of mar- 
tyrs slaughtered by hundreds and thousands amidst circum- 
stances of the most repulsive cruelty, or, chained to the 
stake, mingle their expiring breath with the devouring flame. 
At another, we see her reclining in the arms of imperial 
favour, and secularized by unhallowed union with civil 
power, and degenerating from century to century into a 
mere political engine : her simple doctrines being transform- 
ed into scholastic jargon, her holy precepts relaxed into a 
filthy system of mercenary righteousness, until all her glo- 
ries are shrouded in Egyptian night But He who command- 
ed light to shii^e out of darkness, bade one constellation af- 
ter another, arise amid the gloom that brooded over her; 



until; At lengthy he blessed the world with the mid-day splend- 
our of the glorious Reformation. Thus^ if weeping was 
the portion of his church for the nighty it was succeeded 
by the joy of the morning. 

In such a day of joy in Zion» has our happy lot been 
cast. Fourty years ago, the enemies of Christianity believ- 
ed they had almost ei*tirely swept our holy i*eligioh from 
the earth. They boastingly predicted, that, in half a cen- 
tury, not a bible would be found, save here and there a 
neglected copy, covered with dust, as a memorial of the 
superstition of former ages. But ah ! could the wTfctched 
Voltaire, and Volney, and Paine, now look out froin their 
dark den of perdition — ^how changed is the scene ! The 
beastly debauchery and coldblooded murder, with which 
their principles deluged Europe, struck a panic into . ihe 
public mind, produced a general reaction, and convinced 
botii rulers and people, that, be Christianity true or false, ihe 
nation, which tramples under foot its sacred precepts^ is ac- 
cursed* The church has awaked from her dream of infide- 
lity, and has, in many places, shaken herself from the corrup- 
tions of former ages. , The chosen few, who, through the 
struggle never bowed the knee to Baal, aided by others 
since entered on the stage, have tasked their powers to the 
utmost, and spread the book of Grod, and the religion of heav- 
en, over a large portion of our eartlu Christiaiis in gen- 
eral, beginning to feel, that upon them too devolves the du- 
ty of sending the gospel to every creature, have formed 
themselves into various voluntary associations, to come up 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty. And^ if there 
are any features in the religious character of the present 



agOy on which the angels of hearen, and the God of heaveny 
loot down with peculiar delight ; the present unprecedented 
effort to diffuse intelligence and religious principles over 
the whole rising generation^ the gigantic^ noble enterprize 
of sabbath'School instruction is certainly one. How deeply 
yon^ my hearers^ sympathize in this general feeling, and how 
willingly you co-operate in the great work, is attested by 
your presence here this day. 

Called on to address you on this important theme, I 
have selected, as the basis of my discourse, the words of 
Sdicmion : ^^Righteousness exatteth a nation.^^ 

Whilst the effect of sabbath-schools unavoidably must 
be^ to diffuse general intelligence among the future citizens 
of our youthful republic, the most important and principal 
object aimed at confessedly is, to instruct them on the mo- 
mentous subject of their everlasting interests, to instil into 
their minds the principles ofthereligionof Jesus, and thus 
lead them to that righteousness or godliness, which is profit- 
able unto all things, having the promise of the life that now 
is,, and of that which is to come. That righteousness does 
exalt a nation, we take for granted upon the authority of the 
inspired writer. Hence, if sabbath-schools tend to promote 
righteousness, they must tend to exalt the nation. Both 
propositions stand more in need of illustration than formal 
proof. In discussing them, we shall call your attention to 
the following inquiries : 

WHAT IS HEBE MEANT BY BI6HTE0USN1QSS ? 

HtW BO SUNB AY-SCHOOLS TBTOJ TO EXAXT A NATION ? 

Passing over the interpretation of those, who render the 
original '^almsgiving exalteth a nation,** we remark, that by 
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righteousness in reference to man^ is, in Scripture, generally 
meant, virtuous conduct proceeding from proper motives. 
As different degrees of light were enjoyed by men, under 
the different economies of the covenant of grace, it follows^ 
that, although righteousness is substantially the same in all 
men, whether living under the Adamic, the Abrahamic, the 
Mosaic, or the Christian dispensation ; yet must its stand- 
ard be gradually elevated, as new accessions of light are 
given. Accordingly, righteousness under the gospel dispen- 
sation, signifies sincei*e obedience to the law of God, in alt 
its spirituality, as developed in the books of the New Cov- 
enant, or as we now term it, true piety. Nor is sincerity its 
only attribute ; it must be universal, the effort of obedience 
must extend to all tiie requisitions of the entire law, whether 
they relate to public or private life, whether they define our 
duties to our God, or to ourselves, or to our fellowmen. In 
proportion, then, as civil rulers are righteous, they will 
conform to the inspired command: ^ 'Judge righteously be- 
tween every man and his brother, and the stranger that is 
with him. Te shall not respect persons in judgement, ye 
shall hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be 
afraid of tlie face of man, for the judgement is God's.'^ 
The law, which they enact, will be just and impartial in 
their provisions, and be executed without respect to persons. 
A righteous ruler will neither favour the rich, nor grind the 
faces of the poor. A righteous administration will suppress 
vice, as the grand source of national evil, and promote inte- 
grity and virtue, as the basis of civil liberty and prosperity. 
The motives to this obedience are embodied in the sa- 
cred volume. They are not to be sought in those subjec- 



tire diyersitifiB of sectarian (^inioiiy to which human natnre 
has ever been prone to attach too much importance* Thase. 
Qxertno percq»tihle influence on the life and practice of men* 
W^bof at the present da7» would aasert» that persons of equnl- 
If distinguished piety and zeal» may not be found in eitbeir 
of the orthodox denominations^ or that our being, diatinqtiire-. 
ly a nation of Lutherans^ or Presbyteriansiy or Co^gregfi^ 
tionalistSf or Episcopalians, will exalt us in the eyes of our 
heavenly Father ? But the grand fountain of motive^ whence 
true ri^tepusness flows, must be sought in those truths^ 
which constitute the prominent features of the moral 
govenunent of God ; such as the nature and character of the 
lawgiver ; the extent, spirituality and obligations of his 
law; the rewai*ds and punishments annexed to it ; the char* 
acter of the subject and his inability to fulfil its requisitions } 
and especially the gracious aid that is offered him, by the. 
glorious scheme of redemption through the divine Redc^^n^r 
Jesus Christ* These are the prominent doctrines, which,^ 
from the very structure of our intellectual and moral ^a-. 
ture, are best calculated to fill us with humble devotion^ and, 
prompt us to holy activity. It is the love of ttiese trutbi^ 
which is teaching thci different denominations of ChristiajQis 
in our land, to regard each'other as brethren, which is filling 
our nation with the most formidable host of voluntary as- 
sociations, which Satan has ever beheld arrayed against 
his kingdom. If any man deny these fundamental aspeqts 
of divine truth, he saps the foundations of all righteousness. 
The maxim of the celebrated Christian Father, Augustine, 
that ''no man can lead a pious life, whose faith is erroneous," 
is correct when confined to the {Nfominent features of revealed 
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trath.!^ As Tirtae is Toliintary obedience to tntth, it cannot 
be obedience to error; and the general character of a man's 
(^inions^ must have some influence on his conduct If the 
man who believes that there is no God^ or that he does not 
jMinish the transgressions of the wicked^ is an honest man 
and a good citizen ; he certainly has less reason for being 
so, than his Christian neighbour. 

Now, to instil these truths into the rising generation, is 
the grand object of sundaj-schools. The bible is generally 
used as a text-book by all who are able to read it, and tfie 
human productions associated with it, are peculiarly such, 
as are calculated to exemplify, illustrate ^enforce these truths. 
That these schools are the most efficient engine, ever set in 
motion for this purpose, is demonstrated by experience, and 
is conceded even by the trepidation of the enemy at their ex- 
tension. If, then, we receive as true the declaration of the 
text, that righteousness does exalt a nation, and if it be cer- 
tain that sabbath-schools do tend to promote righteousness ; 
the conclusion inevitably follows, that sabbath-schools tend 
to exidt a nation. There can be no escape from this infer- 
ence. Nor is it even pretended, that sabbath-schools are so 
mismanaged, as not to produce their proper effect. The 
enemies do not come with proposals for the improvement of 
the system ; it is against the whole moral machinery that 
their battery is directed, and for the express reason, that its 
influence is so powerful ! The fact being thus clearly estab- 
lished, it merely remains for us to particularize the mode of 
its operation, whilst we inquire secondly 

HOW DO SABBATH-SCHOOIi TEND TO EXALT A NATIOIT 7 

We are not here called on to discuss the manner, in 
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which divine truth affects the mind ; and merely make 
the passing remark , that no reason can be assigned, why 
moral truth should not have the same kind of intrinsic tend- 
ency to produce conTiction, which belongs to mathemati- 
caly analogical, or any other species of truth. Nor ^does our 
design embrace the nature of that additional divine in* 
fluence, which must accompany it, to render it effectual. The 
reality of this influence being clearly taught in Scripture, 
we shall be profited more by prayers for its bestowmentf 
tiian by disputes about its nature* It is to the effects of sab- 
bath-schools, as exerted on individuals and on the commune 
fif at large, that we wish to call your attention. 

As the duty of bringing up children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, is so clearly taught in Scripture, and 
60 obvious from the nature of the case, it is reasonable to 
expect, that it would receive much attention in the history of 
the church. That which comes nearest to the modern system 
of sabbath-schools, is the noble institution of catechetical in* 
struction, which has, with some exceptions, been practised 
more or less faithfully, in all ages of the church ; and in the 
hands (rf pious ministers and catechists, has always proved a 
blessed institution. As the Christian church degenerated, 
this institution also became corrupt. Under Charlemagne, 
a canon was made, directing all ministers to attend to cate- 
cliisation, and to explain the doctrines of the creed in the 
vernacular tongue, that is, in the corrupt Latin then preval- 
ent. Tetit soon sunk amid the night of the dark ages, and 
only by the Reformation was restored to its proper use. 
Since that time, instruction on this subject has been given to 
the theological student, as a regular branch of Pastoral Theo-. 
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i^BJs ftttd many treatiaeB on it are extant» from ^rhich'sone 
excellent precepts might be transferred to the namfal of the 
Mbbath-scbool teacher. In the earlier ages, catechumens 
were sometimes divided into the proaelytest whether Jewish 
^rPagany. who embraced Christianity 9 and those who were 
the cliildren of Christian parents. This latk^r class of 
pnpils was ofteoy at least in part» the same with tliose of oiir 
sabbath-schools. 

Nor did Christian parents neglect the fn^ivate instnte^ 
tion of their offspring* History exhibits many instances, 
in which the most distinguished luminaries of the church, re- 
corded, in terms of glowing gratitude, the parental care ex- 
pended in their early religious instruction. It may suffice 
to specify an Origen, an Augustine, a Cyril, and a Clement 
of Alexandria. 

And how many instances can, even at this early day, be 
adduced, of persons who have borne testimony to the blessed 
influence of sabbath-schools on their character in time, and 
their probable destiny in eternity ? The religious education 
of our offspring is an all-important, arduous work ; and those 
who labour to perform it faithfully, are most willing to ac- 
cept all the aid afforded by sabbath-schools. But how many 
parents, insensible of its importance, neglect this sacred du- 
ty ? How many others, from want of time, or of capacity, 
perform it very imperfectly ! And shall the young immortals 
therefore grow up in ignorance and vice, fit candidates for 
everlasting burnings ? Oh no 1 the heart of every christian, 
of every phUantropist will respond — let them be brought un- 
der the influence of sabbath-schools. By this noble institu- 
tion, the attention of parents themselves, is loudly called to 
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tkeimportaftico of a rd^oss education ; tbej are prompted 
to rear mti| more sacred care, and watch with more tender 
Bolicitude the yomig immortals committed to their charge^ 
Nor is this all. It famishes them with the most desirable and 
offident auxiliaries for the work. In oor own land above 
^»000 individoals have been enlisted in this ^orioas cause^ 
and are co-operating with [mrents in training up the rising 
generation for usefulness on earth, and an eternity of glory 
beyond the grave! As volunteer legions* who, in the hour of 
danger^ pour forth from their homes^ and their families, to 
fight their country's battles, are animated by a better spirit 
and more ardent zeal, than those whom necessity pressed in- 
to the ranks ; so our sabbath-school teachers are generally 
the very persons in every town and village, who feel most 
sensibly the importance of religious instruction, and will la- 
bour most zealously to disseminate it. And what arithmetic 
can calculate the rich harvest of eternal blessings, which is 
daily growing up from seed thus sown in youthful minds? Up- 
on the aged, the most faithful instruction is often thrown away, 
but rare indeed are the cases, in which the good impressions 
made on children, are ever fully erased. How often has not 
the seed thus sown, speedily germinated, and brouglit forth 
the most delightful and abundant fruit 7 How many young 
inlmortals have, in these schools, been made wise unto salva- 
tion ? With what ardent feeling have they not uttered their 
gratitude to those^ who early taught them to walk in the ways 
ofGrod; but in heaven, when treading the golden streets of 
the celestial city, and basking in the rays wherewith the glo- 
ry of God & the Lamb do lighten that abode, with whatfeel- 
ingf think you> Will the sabbath-scholar and his teiicher meet! 
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But not only children are nmnbered among the pup&s of 
sabbath-schools. The biUe being generally used by all who 
are capable of reading it, pupils of riper yearsy find in that 
sacred volume^ abundant materials for study : and, by the 
various helps already published for bible classes* such reci* 
tations of more advanced persons, are rendered highly inte- 
resting alike to teacher and the taught. 

Nor is the influence of sabbath-scliools on parents un- 
worthy of notice. When irreligious parents see their child- 
ren preparing for sabbath-school, they are reminded, that the 
day of the Lord is intended for religious improvement; and 
may be led to reflect upon the manner, in which they them- 
selves spend its sacred hours. Curiosity leads them to look 
into the books, brought by the children from the sab- 
bath-school library — they look, they read, their heart is 
touched, and the books designed for the children, become the 
messengers of salvation to the parents. Children often re- 
quest instruction on the subject of their bible lessons. In or- 
der to give it, parents themselves must read the chapter, — 
they read, and many are the cases, in which the words given 
by inspiration, flash conviction into the mind, and become 
the power of God unto the salvation of their souls ! 

The teachers also, are not labouring in vain, or spend- 
ing their strength for nought As in intellectual science, so in 
morals, one of the most successful methods of acquiring pro- 
ficiency, is to teach. The sacred truths are not less efficaci- 
ous, nor the accompanying divine influence less copious, in 
the case of the teachers* than of the taught. No other method 
of spending the Lord's day, could be better calculated to call 
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home the wandering thongfatSf and rivet the attention on di- 
Tine troth, and impress the soul with the reality and import- 
ance of religion, than the occupation of sabbath-school teach- 
ers. How many are the cases in which, whilst watering others, 
they have been watered themsdves; in which, teaching others, 
God has graciously taught them? And can any thing be more 
congenial to the feelings of him, who has not merely a name 
to live, but has really passed from death unto life, than to 
spend a portion of his sabbath hours, in bringing home the 
lambs to the fold of Christ ? Such exercise invigorates the 
christian's graces, g^ves scope and energy to his benevolent 
sympathies, and engraves the traits of his Master's chai-ac- 
ter more deeply on his souK It was the benevolence of ac- 
tion, which characterized that most glorious and divine 
teacher, who went about doing good, and that pre-eminent 
exemplar of human teachers, who bade us labour for the 
mind which was in Christ Jesus, his master. It is for want 
of action, that many a christian character exhibits such a 
morbid, wavering feebleness ; and small indeed is the value 
of that benevolence, which sheds the tear of sympathy over 
the tale of imaginary sorrow, and gazes listless, and un- 
moved, upon the realities of human wretchedness. How 
truly christian, how salutary is the work of the sabbath-school 
teacher, how bright the glory encircling his path in this life, 
how great his reward in the kingdom of heaven ! 

Such, then, being the salutary effects of sabbath-schools 
on the Individuals, more immediately connected with them ; 
is it possible, that they can exert a different influence on the 
Community at large f 

Reason would expect, that, as nations are but an aggregate 



mfiBH. composed of indiYMjuab,, the dom^rti of mitiomi and. 
individusil prosperity and d^cliooy mnBt b^ the ^ime. Tii 
this position^ history bears unwarering t^timooy. Natlims 
have their rise and fi^U as well as iftdividuals 5 and the. 
causes which accelerate the one^ produce the other* Yice iSj 
the grand high-way to natipnalj no less than individoal, rui^* 
Many are the nations* which have travelled this downward, 
i^pad 'y and why Srhould we ^xpect^ that the great King of na- 
tionSf will arrest the wheels of revolving empire in our be- 
halfy and not regulate our rise or fall by the same laws, which^ 
determine the destinies of oth^r nations? On the contrary^, 
no truth is more clearly established by history, than that 
nations in general are prosperous and happy, in propor- 
tion as they are virtuous. What then are the effects of sabbath- 
schools upon a nation ? 

They tend to diminish the number of criminals in our 
kmdf by closing the avenues, from which our prisons and 
penitentiaries are filled. Enter one of these abodes of. 
guilt, and converse with its miserable inmates about the im- 
portant truths of religion. Their ignorance will soon teach, 
you, that neglect of religious education, is the fruitful mother 
of, by far the greater portion of penal misery, endured in our. 
land. Finding food enough in this degenerate world, these 
habits grew with their growth and strengthened with their 
strength, until breaking forth in overt violation of the civil 
law, they conducted their victims to these abodes of wretch- 
edness. And, as they trod with heedless foot their down- 
ward course, no warning voice recalled them, no parental 
instructions recurred to their memory, no sabbath-school les- 
son of God's anger at transgressors, filled them with alarm. 
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«r aireefed theflftio. tht^r ^Kaj to iruiA i Sabhath-ichools, bjr 
wm^yiiBig the caune of this evH^ mitsjt tend to remedy the effects 
The 9oleniii sttnctifttis of religioiit impressed om the min^ ia. 
tady jream^ exert a powerful inlbience im restraining ttfift 
bmn sin* This belief is not mere theory. The experimeafc 
liMSi been tried> and actual cakulation proTes, tluit compant* 
tively yery &w of those^ who enjoyed tlus in^raetkin» are ever 
arrygned at the bar of their country for the transgression of 
her f awa ; and the Recordier of* London states^ that» iimang 
a clasa<tf population peculiarly degraded, out of two thou* 
saadd^ildren taught in sabbath-scfaools;, only fourteen bad 
ever been brought before him for crime. 

•Sgain, sabhaib-schads tend io f r event the formaUon of 
that species of populationf cqUed in Ewrope canaiUe or rabUCf 
whieh in all goTernments» and especially in repuUics, is the 
most dangerous. Ignorance^ vice and extreme porerty^ are 
flie characteristics of these unfortunate beings. They are 
the natural product of an overgrown population, and an over- 
done state of business in old cpuntrie3. Neglected in their 
edttcotiony and void of moral principle, they are an addi- 
tim merely to the physical strength of the land ; and having 
nothing to lose by riot or revolution, they are ever ready to 
wield the club, the axe, or the bayonet for any demagogue 
or usurper, that will pay them best, or feed them with the 
brightest promises of a rapine or plunder. These are the mate* 
riald, which chiefly compose the standing armies of Europe^ 
and which acted a prominent part in the murderous scenes of 
the French Revolution. Some master-spirits, ^^set on fire 
of hell," did indeed ride on the whirlwind and direct the 
storm ; but it was generally the filthy, tattered, uni»inci^ed 
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mob, that wielded the murderous bajronet, and dragged its 
devoted victims to the sarvguinary gaiHotine, in those pro* 
longed and fearful days, when infidel France was deluged ih 
such brutal and murderous bloodshedy&polluted hei-self by such 
fiendlike desecration of all the ties of nature aiiddecencyyastfae 
sun never before witnessed in his course. Such a population is, 
thanks be to God ! as yet^ almost unknown among us. A 
few of our prominent cities alone, present any thing resemb- 
ling it.; and the vast extent of territory, over which our pop- 
ulation is sparsely scattered, removes to some distance the 
danger of its accumulation. Tet our charactei-istic pursuit 
of filthy lucre, the neglect of education both literary and re- 
ligious, in many parts of our country, the vast and increas- 
ing influx of foi-eigners, especially of the poorer and vicious 
class, forbid the hope that we are in no danger. Now what 
institution could promise more in counteracting this evil, than 
sabbath-schools, which bring gratuitous instruction, and re- 
ligious instruction too, and that drawn from the bible itself, 
within the reach of every family? No matter how poor or how 
vicious the parents, the child is admitted to full participation 
of $dl the blessings of gospel light; and the book of God, and 
other holy books, are brought home to parents, perhaps to 
bless them with eternal life. If every citizen would encour- 
age sabbath-schools, and if n^essary, aid in teaching ; our 
happy land would be saved from the fearful curse of such a 
population, and the fair temple of our liberties continue to 
afford our descendants protection and happiness, for centuries 
after the hands that feared it liave mouldered in the grave. 

Jigain^ sabbath-schools tend to preserve the purity and stab" 
Uity of oitr political institutions. Man by the very sti'ucture 
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of bis mpitfid najbireU a reUgioiis beings and must have some 
religbn. Few men bare ever been» for any len^b .of time^ 
wwaTeiing atbei^ts* £ven the far-famed Voltaire^ when he 
felt bis heart-strings breakingy and when he saw the hide- 
ous form of death before himy applied for consolation to the 
minister of that Jesusy whom he had so virulantiy persecuted^ 
so blasphemously vilified { No nation has ever been founds 
which had not spme kind of religtonj and, consequently, no 
organized government has ever existed without it. Even 
the skeptical Polybius, the celebrated Greek historian, wlio 
flourished aboutacentury before the Christian era, and as the 
reHck of hisUni versal History proves, had carefully studied the 
governments of different nations, pronounces the religion of 
the Romans in the earlier ages of the Republic, the most use- 
ful, feature of their government, the strongest pillar which 
sustained their liberties. How much more benign and effici- 
ent an influonce must the pure, the holy precepts pf Chris- 
tianity exert on the nation sincerely embracing them ? What 
stronger barrier could be presented against intrigue and cor«- 
niption, than the dread of a righteous judgement, an endless 
retribution. What more powerful motive to fidelity amid the 
storms of political animosity and conflicting interests, than 
the belief that all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him 
with whom we have to do ? Nor is it at all remarkable, that 
moral principle should be essential to tlie faithful administra- 
tion of agood government. What is government^ but a civil 
compact between the rulers and the ruled, by which each 
party is obligated to certain duties, under the sanction of an 
oathy escpressed or implied 7 But what binding power has 
moral obligation on him^ who has no fear of Gtod before his 



<|«it fhe hem, kiiwever viH^^iM) tHe M^ir fulei^ nnQr t^ V 
m iwHiM bi^ generftlty cotrti{it^ Wh^t pb^ivi^ ds& %1MiM^ IM 
j«st ytartfitetrtittMi of the ^^^efHimejVt in Its Hiiiio^ 4*fiifti* 
»fica(tf€iMi ? €ftn a vii^oiisiedipcMiN or M^, ot ptMAmt, 
brt^bitiet, ex^l't ftn 6iiinii>ros^iit fliflii^iicetlmiuglv6ltft'&e fife* 
kton, deti^rritt^tho'iirtprihcipled ma^istralte tiHUh oppttBHW^ 
the poor, the widew Md ihe c^hfth? «fi^idfy Kvhen pubBb 
"SetiUineAit m the duirdOfiffiA^ coiAiiiiihffy ik ^t Siidh as tb 
iKMrain Min ? !l^ a republican ^vertnnent, moreovfei% ifa^re 
mste Wftfiy 4ilid l^rong temptations to a cori^opt exercfilie of flte 
^lectii^ fmnchii^ fai the cittzen, to corrupt, ^elfitntiirciflMied^ 
fartial l^i^tl(ito in tlie rcfO'esenfatite ; whlcfh no ^floKirer & 
e9itete»(3^ can ^toist, sa¥e a Vigorous, uncompromisfing^nror- 
U <feeliy^ pervltiffifig ^ Comitiiihit^. lii shbH^ 'moral €fr te- 
ligitfos pritiiciple is t6 the hoij^ politic, whut con^tn^niil 
^^OtfristofheaMiimlifranie; itridt only Struscs hfitbitblQ 
biiergy tbtoii^ all ite iniemliferls, but t^nds idso to Ii^l We 
Wo^nd^ from time to time inflicted on it WKULt t'hen, could 
exei^t^tnoresitlutary influence on our cml tnstitutiohs, tfasAi 
the gederal Introdiicttdh of sabbath-sckoclb ; "whicli, begtn- 
Mng in the early years of docility, Impress the fear of *GkKl, 
the love dffnloral irrte^fy, of peiice, of jiistiee on the ibtm^ 
citlziens, iind legislators and^esediitivc^s of bur land i Whlit 
could moire 'effectually tend to regulate that tendcfncy to int" 
quaHly iimll gOTernlihetits, iniiich the agrariah4al9i^t>f Jiidba, 
of Sparta, and of Oreece, failed eTeritiidly to re^alh, thi^ 
sabbath-schools; which, by makSog us a nation Of fiitelUgett 
Tfrfuous Ipoliticians aftd statesmen, 'wolild give a'mdrU stabH- 
itj to oor institirfioltiiB, a] 
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^^^ trtMii Hie mm» «r pu^ipMtwatf hfoi ifMlwsies i<iigid 
<# v <r ^ # lr ytlftkal 4«;tlifi» wheh Wtfre riifes hi^ upon wave ait4 
iUpiAtiiii^Cd^fcWe MHtiMBttttder^ #bil inrMildft^^a saifer baU 
itakOtt m^Hiiati that lit^«<^ for one anolller iffaioh is incokated 
-m isktis(tlam> in tti^ir eierlioit years tn isablialb-scliools ? 

iMfttett^dlMJt teMd io present mir eountty frmn awg 

implf^r ftif^lfev «f ^Ae etef^. That hitueiice which Chrts- 

liaii«]Ailii9ttf^> according to the will of (he Saviour, were de^ 

finned to Hxee^^ jttddy 'entitled to tlie high and noble ap}>el<- 

fettMki of eo^cd^Oiii with God himself. I^ design is to If^d 

tfteiito Mlneifii «iicl ^hiippiiieis in tiixie anfd eternity. This 

•Itof iieiice, iDfoin its veVy nature, is tooi^ desirable, and too 

'imttsh 0^% cm Mver be^ffairc^ overm country. By the Skv^ 

^001:^6 '^^mt aptMJintment, it is connected with the progress dt 

lllii kilfgdoni. As the glorious gospel of the Son of €rod goeis 

-i^fik Hk %ts power, toelevate and bless a ruined Vorld^ the 

«bc^£Mffil feet" of those who bear^tlie glad tidings of peace, 

wttbe'S^nclanibering over mountain aftei* mountain, and 

traversing nation after nation, untQSatan shall be driven from 

liis last entrenchment on earth, andflie whole footstool of 

"God, in all Its length and %rreadth, have been reclaimed to his 

^onfdr an inheritance Md a possession. Powerihiand condir- 

'rive'istheargament'of Paul': ^<how«haHlthe heiithen believe 

in htm of whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear 

without a preacher 7*^ llie damourtf those'tberefore in out 

land, who cry, <<down witii all mhAsters," is the voice of in- 

fideHfy, audits real meaning is,'down with airreligion. Tet 

bistory teat^hes us, that, as there was a Judas among the 

^elie/Hb some df the Iseatiot%atod» have in dl ages, thrusM: 
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tbeinselves into tbe'mi«i»<iry^ and that*, at seme petiodiy tto 
ministerial body in {[[fiieiHdf amk with the surpolindiilgrP^^P^ 
lation into a state of depk>rable dag^neracy. That«ae» ^ 
tliis character, wboan the Savioiir styles wolves in sheep's 
olotbing. Would be actaated by the same principles in this 
office, which governed them out of it.; that their influenciP 
could not serve as the channel for those blessir^, whieb God 
designed, through them, to pour out upon the worlds is obvi- 
ous. Of this we have Jiving examples before our eyes in the 
degraded state of Italy, Spain and other Catholic ceuntriasi, 
once distinguished above others for literature and science, (9* 
for commercial enterprize and activity ; but whose poor, op- 
pressed inhabitants are now shut out from the intellectiiall asfl 
moral light, which has beamed npon the Prptestant world, 
which is teaching sulyects to feel, liiat tliey haveciyil and reli- 
gious riglits which even their rulers may not invi^de : and foi^ 
ing home upon the minds of kings and emperors, the uQvirel- 
come truth, that a decent regard for these rights^ is essential 
to the stability of the thrones on which they repose. And 
although we believe tlie pi*esent generation of ministers in 
our happy land^ taken as a whole, to be as pure and sincere, as 
the same number of ministers ever was since the days of tt^ 
apostles ^ yet as christians and as patriots, it is our duty to 
guard against the possibility of evil» This is the more proper 
an the present occasion, as sabbath-schools have been chaiL-g- 
ed with a tendency to pr^uce tlieaevery evils ! 

When we inquii*e, how did a ministry, which bad be- 
come corrupt, fail to lose its influence over the community, 
we find, that, eitlier iguorance and superstition among the 
people, or an unholy uniou of civil and ecclesiastical power 






waa their cMeiT iMi|i(M>rt Tfast a conrupt miniBtry cauld* «« 
deiiendentty of these aosilidirieS) exert but' litfle influence 
over an enlightenedy virtaoug peo^^ is atmost a seif-evidest 
truth. But the experisKtii could never be made. Such is 
the i<eciprocal inflneaicey which the clergy and laity exert up« 
on one another^ that wifliin certain limitsy their characters 
ran parallel to each other ; and even when changing for bet^ 
ter or worse, they will as a whole, never be found occupy*- 
ing contrary extremes* Piety among the members of the 
church, tends to preserve and elevate the piety of their 
minister* Their prayers strengthen himy tlieir admo-> 
nitions stimulate him, their high expectations prevent his 
standanl of duty from sinking low. Amid a woi*d1y people, 
the wholecurrent of influence is reversed. In his intercourse 
with them, the servant of God finds nothing to warm his 
heart. The desire of pleasing them, tempts him to relax a lit- 
tle the requisitions of the gospel, and the fear of losing liis 
subsistence, sometimes prevents him ft*om preaching against 
fashionable vices. The students taken from such a luke« 
warm people to fill the future ranks of the ministry, will gen« 
erally be very diflei*ent from those, brought forth and matured 
amid the fire and heat of religious i-evivals. Yet, without 
the two causes above specified, a ministry by becoming cor- 
rupt would necessarily lose its influence* 

It was wlien ignorance prevailed among the people, and 
was extolled as tlie mother of devotion, when the bible was 
concealed beneath the impenetrable veil of an unknown 
tongue, and men could not imitate the Berean example of 
searching the Scriptures to see wliether these things were so, 
that a corrupt priesthood made them believe the greatest ab- 



snr^ea. SAi an mtblligeiit nttkm, eiiigbteiiei hr ^ nj^ 
o£HbIe truith^ ei»r believe that tbeprieatcotdd for|gireabiB2 
ar toki^ate the ahoniaabk trelBe in fiipiii inddgeiicMr ? €tt 
believe^ that a tooth, orahcuieafa auirt]^rf oracUpoChia^ 
epflBn, could heal diseases 2 It wasithe^geaeral ign^mtiae aadl 
fluperstitibn of the peof^, which? enaUed Peter> the heraiU^ 
together with the popes and cardinals, to engage a lai^ part: 
ef Europe in the memorable crusades. It was awing to) 
the ignorance and siiperstition of the people, that tile papal' 
hierarchy grew to its enormous dimensions j that the p^e. 
became the Juggernaut of Chri8tendoBi,.beibre whose hloodjf 
car the monarchs of Siurope reverentljr bowed and did hem-, 
age ! On the other hand, tiie most powerful engine ever arw 
rayed against papacy, and that by which the ghirioas Ref(Mr* 
mation was chiefly effected, and its doctrines p^petnaled, 
was the general diffusion of bible truth, by the translation of 
the sacred volume into the vernacular tongues of Buvope, & 
the general inculcation of its doctrines on the old and the 
young. Of all this, his holiness is well aware. Ebe why 
evince such sensibility at the stroke of the spear ? Why hurl, 
in the nineteenth century, the thunders of tiie Vatican at the 
Bible societies of Europe ? Why keep in constant operation 
the infernal inquisUion, by which all free inquiry is suppress* 
ed, and the human mind kept bound in chains of ignorance 
and superstition ? Why, in our own country, do his Jesuitic 
emissaries, search up the copies of the book of God, dis« 
tributed among Catholics by Bible societies, as though 
they were charged with latent poison i 

Do not these symptoms of the disease clearly point out 
the remedy 2 In our own haf^y land, we have, at present. 
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DoWii^to^fiDar firwi tke cvrtt antheii^tm 8hMl4 the misb- 
try become copnipt» and ytst retain n»j infliienee over the 
mutdfei of the peofde^ it must be through popular ^roorance 
and aupet^litiiMi. Against these^ therefore, the efforts of llie 
christian and the patriot ought to be directed. But how can 
we better dl^l ignorance amoi^ the future citizens of our 
land, than by the general introduction of sabbathoschools, in- 
to which all of every rank and condition are admitted^ and 
es^iaUy the pocMv whose want of means would otherwise 
coBdemn them to ignorance for life ? How can we better 
guard them agMust the gloomy rei^ of superstition, than 
hf sabbath-sdiQefe, in which they are early made acquainted 
with the faibler the unadulterated fountain of truth* Thus 
they become quidifieds in afterlife to judge, whetberthe doo 
trines taught by tiieir ministers are correct Thus they 
learn, to see that their salvation depends, not on the absolu-* 
tion of the priest or the favour of a minister, but on tlie mer^ 
cy of God in Christ Jesus. They learn that the power as* 
signed by the Saviour to the ministers of his gospel, ia fdto* 
gether a moral influence ; and are able to detect the very first 
attempts to transcend those bounds, should any be made. 
They learn from the sacred volume, what are theis^iecifie du* 
ties prescribed to ministers, and can decide how l«ig their 
pastor des^ves their confidence and support, and wh^i he 
should be abandoned as unfaithful. We ri^tly judge, thai 
the best method of defending our liberties against the en- 
croachment and rapacity of civil rulers, is to have our Con- 
stitution and the laws defining thMr powers generally circui- 
lated, and our citizens taught to read them. Thus they learn 
what these officers may^ and what they may not requkre of 

D 
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tliem. But is it not equally evident, tbat our best ddence 
against any future corruption of the ministerial body, must 
be sought in the same remedy ? in the effort to teach all the 
future citizens of our land to read that holy volume, in which 
the duties of ministers are clearly defined, in which they are 
declared to be as fallible as other men, and are warned a- 
gainst unfaithfulness by all the joys of heaven and all the ter- 
rors of hell ? 

Yet still, if sabbath-schools were generally introduced^ 
and the whole rising generation taught the doctrines of tte 
bible, would there not, as has been alleged by the enemy, be 
some danger of thus producing the very event, before speci* 
fied as the second cause of an improper influence of the cler- 
gy, namely a union of church and state ? As well miglit we 
ask: would not our liberties be endangered, if^ in pursuance 
of Judge Livingston's suggestion, the principles of our Con- 
stitution and laws were digested into the form of a school- 
book, and all the rising generation made to read it ? In both 
cases the reply would evidently be: **certainly not, unless 
the books themselves contain something, which favours such 
an event" That the sacred volume would not, that it could 
not sanction a measure, which has produced the greater 
pai*t, ofall the real calamities of the church of Christ, and 
has been the greatest impediment to her spiritual prosperity 
which she has ever had to encounter, might naturally be ex- 
pected. Accordirigly, no passage can be found, in which the 
Saviour, or his apostles, cxhoil; either the Soman governors 
or the Jewish Sanhedrim, to establish his religion bylaw; or 
to take upon themselves as civil officers, the management of 
any of the affairs of his church. But he does tell us expressly. 
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that his kingdom is not of this world; that it has no connexion 
with the dominion of Caesar, that his disciples coiild give un<- 
to Caesar the things that are Csesarhs, whilst, at the sanie 
lime, they yielded to God the things that are God's, For 
every d«ty prescribed to the church, there is also some jier- 
son in the church specified to perform it« The Saviour ap- 
pointed the apostles and their successors, in connexion with 
the members df the church, to perform every act of goverti- 
ment and discipliTtef requisite for her pmgressive extension, 
until the end of the world. How absurd the idea, that kings 
and other rulers, who succeed to office without any reference 
to ecclesiastical quaIificsd;ions, should he the source of any, 
much less, of all ecclesiastical authority ! Ministers^ of the 
gospel in such circumstances, ai'e not the immediate servants 
of Christ, but of the civil magistrate ! Nor can they say, one 
is 6ur Master, for tliey baVe "lords many." It is therefore 
evident from Scripture, that when civil rulers undertake to 
decide, as in Europe they often do, who shall and who shall 
not be admitted into the sacred office, what qualifications 
must be required of candidates for ordination, whaft doctrines 
shall be believed throughout the land and what discipline be 
practised, or rather, that no discipline at all shaH be observ- 
ed ; they usurp an authority, which the Saviour never con- 
fided to them, and for which they must answer at his bar. 
Certainly, then, we need entertain no ap|>rehension, that the 
instruction of children in the doctrines of this Bible, wiH 
cherish predilections hostile toourKbcrties. 

But how has it happened, that this union has continued 
to subsist for so many agos, and in Europe prevails at the 
present day? It ought to be i*emembcred that this unholy alli- 
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fftnce was irst l»r(A|gfat into existence^ not by tbe sufihi^eB cff 
« free peofdey nor hj a decree of Synods or Coundls^ 1)ilt hy 
tiie unlimited power of an individual emperor. And iiie fkot, 
^at Constaiftinef even after he bad issued ie£cts in favour of 
•Christians, made liberal donations to be expended on Pagim 
•temples^ celebrated .the apotheosis of hts father, and af^ear- 
ied in public decorated with the insignia of Jupiter, Mars, 
Hercules and ApoUo ; clearl}^ proves that lie was nbt, «t least 
in the earlier part of his life, actuated by sincere attachment 
io our holy religion. But he saw that Christians were bet- 
ter subjects than Fa^ns, that former emperors. had failed to 
.exterminate them, even by tbe most inhuman persecutioM; 
«nd, as Mansoyhis recent German biographer shows, he found 
'that Christians, although not yet a majoriiy in the em{»re, 
had nevertheless become too numerous to be disregarded, and 
therefore his sagacity as a stateisman prompted him first 4o 
4;olerate them, and afterwards to incorporate their religion 
mth the civil fabric of his empire. The same, motives seem 
more or less to have actuated Theodosius, the first, and the 
secondi^ Theodoric and Justinian, who confirmed this union 
by additional enactments* They received it as an established 
maxim, that no government can long subsist, unless the body 
of the people have some sense of moral obligation; they judged 
rightly too, that the Christian religion is better calculated to 
make faithful subjects than Paganism; but they erred in kn$tg- 
ining, that Christianity could not support herself nor exert 
her salutary influence on the civil institutions of a nation, m- 
less incorporated with tlie state. This policy, sustained by the 
clergy, who entertained the same erroneous opinion, and 
weire doubtless sometimes prompted by a corruptsdf-interest, 
has maintained this union to the present day. This opin- 
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ioa 9e6iw jsbo i» 3i8vb pisermikfl aniDni; flie pdipidace of 
!Earope» Hence <w^hen tiieqnestioiiiivM agitated^ as has re- 
peatBfly been fte case^ ^ich of several sects should be es- 
tdblisbed by lav ; (at obTicas reasons, each denorainafion 
slraggled liard tor its owneleriition* Bat until the rise of owr ' 
omi happjr F^MibliCy which was reared bj God to teach the 
world 8a(A iipportant lessons of civil and ecclesiastical juris- 
prudence } the mass of a nation had never been called on to 
decide^ whether they would tax themselves by law for the 
au^ort of sifflie partictdar form of Christianity, or tolerate 
ail reMgioBS, leaving each to depend on the voluntary sup* 
^p&tt of lis friends. The fact, that in the first three centuries 
our holy rdigion not only survived amid the fires of persecu- 
tion, lighted up by successive Roman emperors, but extended 
itself over a large part of tiie then known world, ought to 
have taught them the fallacy of that opinion* But its unpre- 
cedented prosperity in our own land under the influence of 
mere toleration, has ^aced the point beyond all doubt : and 
we trust there is not a single christian among us, who would 
be willing to see the kingdom of the Redeemer in this coun- 
try, cursed by such a union; nor a single citizen, who 
would wiUfaigly step forward and place his neck under the 
yoke. As such a union wouM tend to exalt one sect to thede- 
trimentof th^ others; all others would be prompted to oppose 
it ; and would, without the aid of the millions belonging to no 
denomination, far outnumber the aspiring sect. And as all 
laws emanate from the people themselves, acting through 
their representatives, it appears altogether incredible, that 
the majority of our citizens should ever be willing to tax 
.themselves by law, for the support of any denomination of 
ministers whatever. We see, therefore, that this dreadect ^ 
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evil sprung from state policy , and not fi^m tlie instruction 
either of the old or young in the precepts of the bible^ whidli 
teaches a contrary doctrine ; and the idea, that sabbatii 
schools tend to promote it» is manifestly the product either 
of ignorance, or hostility to true religion. In the mouth of a 
pretended christian such an apprehension amounts to thisposi- 
tion : a little Christianity is useful, but much of it will ruin 
the nation. And, can this in truth be termed any thing else 
than infidelity ? 

Finally, sabbath^schools exert a most satwtartf ii^tienee 
wi the prosperity of the church. This is indeed a copious as- 
pect of the subject, affording matter enough not only for a 
sermon, but a volume; yet, having deemed it expedient on this 
occasion to dwell upon others, we caii^but cast a glance at this. 

Sabbath-schools, especially upon the associated plan so 
extensively prevalent in our land, tend to banish that bigotry 
and sectarianism which have crept into the Christian church, 
which strut about in fictitious garbs; and beneath the sacred 
mantle of religious zeal, give vent to the most unhallowed feel- 
ings of malevolence and ambition ; which out of pretended 
love to his soul, will steal a fellow-christian from a sister 
church, or unsuccessful in this, for some trifling diversity of 
opinion, in the name of God, consign his soul to hell ! How 
different this from the spirit of primitive Christianity, when 
all who loved the Lord Jesus, in any one place, lived in 
unity together, '^breaking bread from house to house and 
eating their meat with gladniess and singleness of heart !" 
How great a stumblingblock to infidels and worldly minded 
men! how great an impediment to the progress of the gospel 
in villages and sparsely populated sections of our country, 
;;in which, united, christians might support the gospel ; but. 



